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Psalm 51 Have mercy on me, O God

Responses

cf. 3a Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned. ........................................................51-1, 2, 3*, 4

12a Create a pure heart for me, O God. ......................................................................51-5, 6*, 7, 8*, 9

14a Restore in me the joy of your salvation. .................................................................................51-10

17b My mouth shall proclaim your praise. ...................................................................................51-11

19b A broken and humbled heart, you will not spurn, O God. ..................................................51-12

Ez 36:25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleanliness. ...51-13

Ez 36:26 I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will place within you. .................................51-14

cf. Ho 6:6 I desire mercy and not sacrifice...............................................................................................51-15

Lk 15:18 I will arise and go to my father. ............................................................................................51-16*

 Alleluia .......................................................................................................................................51-A

Sundays
22 1st Sunday of Lent, Year A .......................................................................................................51-3
35 5th Sunday of Lent, Year B .......................................................................................................51-6
41 Easter Vigil: Alternative Psalm after 7th Reading .................................................................41-8
132 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C ................................................................................51-16
174-5 Common Psalm: Lent ...............................................................................................................51-3

Weekdays
219 Ash Wednesday .........................................................................................................................51-3
221 Friday after Ash Wednesday ..................................................................................................51-12
226 Wednesday, 1st Week of Lent ................................................................................................51-12
242 Saturday, 3rd Week of Lent ....................................................................................................51-15
408i Tuesday, 18th Week in Ordinary Time, Year 1 ......................................................................51-1
321ii Friday, 3rd Week in Ordinary Time, Year 2 ...........................................................................51-1
322ii Saturday, 3rd Week in Ordinary Time, Year 2 .......................................................................51-9
366ii Tuesday, 11th Week in Ordinary Time, Year 2 ......................................................................51-2
387ii Friday, 14th Week in Ordinary Time, Year 2 .......................................................................51-11
410ii Thursday, 18th Week in Ordinary Time, Year 2 ....................................................................51-9
418ii Saturday, 19th Week in Ordinary Time, Year 2 .....................................................................51-9
422ii Thursday, 20th Week in Ordinary Time, Year 2 ..................................................................51-13

Ritual
753-7 Sacraments of Initiation outside the Easter Vigil]

Resp. v. 12a .............................................................................................................................51-5
Resp. Ez 36:26 ......................................................................................................................51-14

779b-7 Penance .....................................................................................................................................51-10

Various Needs and Occasions
894-1 For Reconciliation .....................................................................................................................51-7
950-1 For the Forgiveness of Sins ......................................................................................................51-4
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Psalm 51 51-1
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-Have mer cy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned, for we have sinned.
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BCapo 3:

3 Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
 blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. ±

5 My transgressions, truly I know them; 
my sin is always before me.

6 Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 
what is evil in your sight I have done. ±

So you are just in your sentence, 
without reproach in your judgement.

7 Behold, in guilt I was born, 
a sinner when my mother conceived me. ±

10  Let me hear rejoicing and gladness, 
that the bones you have crushed may exult.

11  Turn away your face from my sins, 
and blot out all my guilt. ±

12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

Psalm 51(50):3-4. 5-6b. 6c-7. 10-11. ± cf. 3a
• 321ii Friday, 3rd Week in Ordinary Time, Year 2

Psalm 51(50):3-4. 5-6b. 6c-7. 12-13. ± cf. 3a
• 408i Tuesday, 18th Week in Ordinary Time, Year 1
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Psalm 51 51-2
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-Have mer cy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned, for we have sinned.
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BCapo 3:

3 Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
 blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. ±

5 My transgressions, truly I know them; 
my sin is always before me.

6 Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 
what is evil in your sight I have done. ±

11  Turn away your face from my sins, 
and blot out all my guilt.

16  Rescue me from bloodshed, O God, 
 O God of my salvation, 
and then my tongue shall ring out your justice. ±

Psalm 51(50):3-4. 5-6b. 11, 16. ± cf. 3a
• 366ii Tuesday, 11th Week in Ordinary Time, Year 2



The English translation of the Lectionary for Mass © 2023 Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales and Bishops’ Conference of Scotland. The Abbey Psalms and Canticles by the Monks of Conception Abbey ©2018, 2010 United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. Administered in England and Wales by Colloquium on behalf of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. Concordat cum originali: Paul Moynihan 

Music © 2015, 2024 Martin Foster. www.bearmusic.info

Psalm 51 51-3
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-Have mer cy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned, for we have sinned.
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3 Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
 blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. ±

5 My transgressions, truly I know them; 
my sin is always before me.

6 Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 
what is evil in your sight I have done. ±

12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

 (cont.)
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-Have mer cy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned, for we have sinned.
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14 Restore in me the joy of your salvation; 
sustain in me a willing spirit.

17 O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. ±

Psalm 51(50):3-4. 5-6b. 12-13. 14, 17. ± cf. 3a
• 22 1st Sunday of Lent, Year A
• 174-5 Common Psalm: Lent
• 219 Ash Wednesday
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-Have mer cy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned, for we have sinned.
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3 Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
 blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. ±

 (cont.)
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-Have mer cy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned, for we have sinned.
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5 My transgressions, truly I know them; 
my sin is always before me.

6 Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 
what is evil in your sight I have done. ±

12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

14 Restore in me the joy of your salvation; 
sustain in me a willing spirit.

17 O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. ±



The English translation of the Lectionary for Mass © 2023 Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales and Bishops’ Conference of Scotland. The Abbey Psalms and Canticles by the Monks of Conception Abbey ©2018, 2010 United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. Administered in England and Wales by Colloquium on behalf of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. Concordat cum originali: Paul Moynihan 

Music © 2015, 2024 Martin Foster. www.bearmusic.info

Psalm 51 51-4
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-Have mer cy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned, for we have sinned.
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BCapo 3:

3 Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
 blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. ±

5 My transgressions, truly I know them; 
my sin is always before me.

6 Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 
what is evil in your sight I have done. ±

12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

14 Restore in me the joy of your salvation; 
sustain in me a willing spirit.

17 O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. ±

Psalm 51(50):3-4. 5-6b. 12-13. 14, 17. ± cf. 3a
• 950-1 VNO: For the Forgiveness of Sins
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-Cre ate a pure heart for me, O God.
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BCapo 3:

3 Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
 blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. ±

8  Behold, you delight in sincerity of heart; 
in secret you teach me wisdom.

9  Cleanse me with hyssop, and I shall be pure; 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. ±

12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

14  Restore in me the joy of your salvation; 
sustain in me a willing spirit.

17  O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. ±

Psalm 51(50):3-4. 8-9. 12-13. 14, 17. ±12
• 753-7 Ritual: Sacraments of Initiation outside the Easter Vigil [Alt. Resp. 51-14]
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Psalm 51 51-6
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a pure heart for me, O God.
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3 Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
 blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. ±

12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

14 Restore in me the joy of your salvation; 
sustain in me a willing spirit.

15 I will teach transgressors your ways, 
that sinners may return to you. ±

Psalm 51(50):3-4. 12-13. 14-15. ±12a
• 35 5th Sunday of Lent, Year B
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Psalm 51 51-6i
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Cre ate a pure heart for me, O God.
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3 Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
 blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. ±

12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ± (cont.)
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Cre ate a pure heart for me, O God.
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14 Restore in me the joy of your salvation; 
sustain in me a willing spirit.

15 I will teach transgressors your ways, 
that sinners may return to you. ±
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BCapo 3:

3 Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
 blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. ±

12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

14 Restore in me the joy of your salvation; 
sustain in me a willing spirit.

15 I will teach transgressors your ways, 
that sinners may return to you. ±

Psalm 51(50):3-4. 12-13. 14-15. ±12a
• 894-1 VNO: For Reconciliation
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Psalm 51 51-8
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a pure heart for me, O God.
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12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

14 Restore in me the joy of your salvation; 
sustain in me a willing spirit.

15 I will teach transgressors your ways, 
that sinners may return to you. ±

18 For in sacrifice you take no delight; 
burnt offering from me would not please you.

19 My sacrifice to God, a broken spirit: 
a broken and humbled heart, 
 you will not spurn, O God. ±

Psalm 51(50):12-13. 14-15. 18-19. ±12a
• 41 Easter Vigil: Alternative Psalm after 7th Reading
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Psalm 51 51-8i
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Cre ate a pure heart for me, O God.
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12  Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13  Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

14 Restore in me the joy of your salvation; 
sustain in me a willing spirit.

15 I will teach transgressors your ways, 
that sinners may return to you. ±
 (cont.)
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Cre ate a pure heart for me, O God.
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18 For in sacrifice you take no delight; 
burnt offering from me would not please you.

19 My sacrifice to God, a broken spirit: 
a broken and humbled heart, 
 you will not spurn, O God. ±



The English translation of the Lectionary for Mass © 2023 Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales and Bishops’ Conference of Scotland. The Abbey Psalms and Canticles by the Monks of Conception Abbey ©2018, 2010 United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. Administered in England and Wales by Colloquium on behalf of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. Concordat cum originali: Paul Moynihan 

Music © 2015, 2024 Martin Foster. www.bearmusic.info

Psalm 51 51-9

        



 
   




   

  
    


 

 




 










Gm
Em

F
D

E
C

D4
B4

D7
B7

Gm
Em

-Cre ate a pure heart for me, O God.
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BCapo 3:

12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

14 Restore in me the joy of your salvation; 
sustain in me a willing spirit.

15 I will teach transgressors your ways, 
that sinners may return to you. ±

16  Rescue me from bloodshed, O God, 
 O God of my salvation, 
and then my tongue shall ring out your justice.

17  O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. ±

18 For in sacrifice you take no delight; 
burnt offering from me would not please you.

19 My sacrifice to God, a broken spirit: 
a broken and humbled heart, 
 you will not spurn, O God. ±

Psalm 51(50):12-13. 14-15. 16-17. ±12a
• 322ii Saturday, 3rd Week in Ordinary Time, Year 2

Psalm 51(50):12-13. 14-15. 18-19. ±12a
• 410ii Thursday, 18th Week in Ordinary Time, Year 2
• 418ii Saturday, 19th Week in Ordinary Time, Year 2
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Psalm 51 51-10
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- - - -Re store in me the joy of your sal va tion.
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BCapo 3:

3 Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
 blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. ±

5  My transgressions, truly I know them; 
my sin is always before me.

6  Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 
 what is evil in your sight I have done. 
So you are just in your sentence, 
 without reproach in your judgement. ±

7  Behold, in guilt I was born, 
 a sinner when my mother conceived me.

8  Behold, you delight in sincerity of heart; 
 in secret you teach me wisdom.

9  Cleanse me with hyssop, and I shall be pure; 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. ±

10  Let me hear rejoicing and gladness, 
that the bones you have crushed may exult.

11  Turn away your face from my sins, 
and blot out all my guilt. ±

 (cont.)
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- - - -Re store in me the joy of your sal va tion.
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BCapo 3:

12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

14 Restore in me the joy of your salvation; 
sustain in me a willing spirit.

15 I will teach transgressors your ways, 
that sinners may return to you. ±

16  Rescue me from bloodshed, O God, 
 O God of my salvation, 
and then my tongue shall ring out your justice.

17  O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. ±

18 For in sacrifice you take no delight; 
burnt offering from me would not please you.

19 My sacrifice to God, a broken spirit: 
a broken and humbled heart, 
 you will not spurn, O God. ±

20  In your good pleasure, show favour to Sion; 
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.

21  Then you will delight in right sacrifice, 
 burnt offerings wholly consumed. 
Then you will be offered young bulls on your altar. ±

Psalm 51(50):3-4. 5-6. 7-9. 10-11. 12-13. 14-15. 16-17. 18-19. 20-21. ±14a
• 779b-7 Ritual: Penance



The English translation of the Lectionary for Mass © 2023 Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales and Bishops’ Conference of Scotland. The Abbey Psalms and Canticles by the Monks of Conception Abbey ©2018, 2010 United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. Administered in England and Wales by Colloquium on behalf of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. Concordat cum originali: Paul Moynihan 

Music © 2015, 2024 Martin Foster. www.bearmusic.info

Psalm 51 51-11
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BCapo 3:

3 Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
 blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. ±

8  Behold, you delight in sincerity of heart; 
in secret you teach me wisdom.

9  Cleanse me with hyssop, and I shall be pure; 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. ±

12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

14 Restore in me the joy of your salvation; 
sustain in me a willing spirit.

17  O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. ±

Psalm 51(50):3-4. 8-9. 12-13. 14, 17. ±17b
• 387ii Friday, 14th Week in Ordinary Time, Year 2
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Psalm 51 51-12
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BCapo 3:

3 Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
 blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. ±

5 My transgressions, truly I know them; 
my sin is always before me.

6 Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 
what is evil in your sight I have done. ±

12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

18 For in sacrifice you take no delight; 
burnt offering from me would not please you.

19 My sacrifice to God, a broken spirit: 
a broken and humbled heart, 
 you will not spurn, O God. ±

Psalm 51(50):3-4. 5-6a.18-19. ±19b
• 221 Friday after Ash Wednesday

Psalm 51(50):3-4. 12-13. 18-19. ±19b
• 226 Wednesday, 1st Week of Lent
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Psalm 51 51-13
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BCapo 3:

12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

14 Restore in me the joy of your salvation; 
sustain in me a willing spirit.

15 I will teach transgressors your ways, 
that sinners may return to you. ±

18 For in sacrifice you take no delight; 
burnt offering from me would not please you.

19 My sacrifice to God, a broken spirit: 
a broken and humbled heart, 
 you will not spurn, O God. ±

Psalm 51(50):12-13. 14-15. 18-19. ± Ezekiel 36:25
• 422ii Thursday, 20th Week in Ordinary Time, Year 2
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Psalm 51 51-14
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BCapo 3:

3 Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
 blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. ±

8  Behold, you delight in sincerity of heart; 
in secret you teach me wisdom.

9  Cleanse me with hyssop, and I shall be pure; 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. ±

12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

 (cont.)
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BCapo 3:

14  Restore in me the joy of your salvation; 
sustain in me a willing spirit.

17  O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. ±

Psalm 51(50):3-4. 8-9. 12-13. 14, 17. ±Ezekiel 36:26
• 753-7 Ritual: Sacraments of Initiation outside the Easter Vigil [Alt. Resp. 51-5]
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BCapo 3:

3 Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
 blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. ±

18 For in sacrifice you take no delight; 
burnt offering from me would not please you.

19 My sacrifice to God, a broken spirit: 
a broken and humbled heart, 
 you will not spurn, O God. ±

20  In your good pleasure, show favour to Sion; 
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.

21  Then you will delight in right sacrifice, 
burnt offerings wholly consumed. ±

Psalm 51(50):3-4. 18-19. 20-21b. ± cf. Hosea 6:6
• 242 Saturday, 3rd Week of Lent
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3 Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
 blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. ±

12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

17 O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

19 My sacrifice to God, a broken spirit: 
a broken and humbled heart, 
 you will not spurn, O God. ±

Psalm 51(50):3-4. 12-13. 17, 19. ± Luke 15:18
• 132 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
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Psalm 51 51-16i
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3 Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your merciful love; 
according to your great compassion, 
 blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me completely from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. ±

 (cont.)
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12 Create a pure heart for me, O God; 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

13 Do not cast me away from your presence; 
take not your holy spirit from me. ±

17 O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

19 My sacrifice to God, a broken spirit: 
a broken and humbled heart, 
 you will not spurn, O God. ±
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Psalm 51 51-A
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- - - - - - - - -Al le lu ia, al le lu ia, al le lu ia.
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- - -Praise to you, O Christ, King of e ter nal glo ry.
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